


particular, we note that voluntary contributions has steadily decreased over the years from
$17.7 million in 2015 to $6.3 million in 2019.

5 The Group commends the Secretary-General for the adoption of cost-saving
measuresin light ofthe shortfall from contributions. We also strongly encourage the Secretary-
General to continue with his efforts in mobilising the necessary funds, through voluntary

contributions from MemberStates, to fulfil the funding gaps for the Chambers.

MrChairman,

6 It remainscritical for the international community to ensure that the Chambers have

the necessary financial means: to ensure full accountability for the crimes perpetrated during
the former Khmer Rouge regime. A financial failure of the Chambers would constitute a

renewed tragedy in the quest for justice of the people of Cambodia, who have waited for
decades for these efforts to reach belated fruition, and would constitute a serious setback to the

international community’s fight against impunity.

7 In this regard, the Group supports the Secretary-General’s proposal to supplement
the extrabudgetary resources for the year 2020, which we trust will be considered positively
during our deliberations. The Group has also studied the recommendations contained in the
report of the ACABQ and wewill provide our comments and queries on the proposed way
forward during our informal consultations.

8 In conclusion, let me assure you ofthe commitment of the Group of 77 and China
to work constructively with all delegations towards the timely conclusion of this agenda item.

Thank you.




